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EDITORIAL 


Faith Working in Love 


In our church courts, in our personal rela- 
tionships, in our homes, wherever men come 
into close association with others there are in- 
evitable clashes of opinion and of personalities. 


These differences can be a fruitful area of 
Christian witness for God can use those yielded 
to Him to take these very things and use them 
for His Own glory. 


In the churches in Galatia a deep controversy 
had arisen over circumcision and legalism. Many 
had been drawn back from the freedom of the 
Gospel into the legalistic concepts of the Jew- 
ish Christians. 


Paul enters this controversy with a letter de- 
signed to clarify the situation and to magnify 
the freedom which men have in Jesus Christ. 


In the fifth chapter, verse 6, he sets forth a 
principle which should guide our thinking and 
our actions today: “For in Jesus Christ neither 
circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircum- 
cision; but faith which worketh by love.” 


Does our faith express itself in arrogance? 
in a determination to have our own way? in 
selfishness? in an inability to try to see the 
other’s viewpoint? How often we have to admit 
that it does just that. 


But, if with our faith, our strong convictions, 
our deep interest, we have the God-given grace 
to express our position in love, what a blessed 
experience for all concerned. 


The work of God’s kingdom will go forward 
when our faith is worked out in love; when our 
convictions are tempered with that fruit of the 
Holy Spirit, love, which softens, constrains and 
wins. 


This is not theoretical but practical, not 
imaginary but effective. By God’s help we too 
may be Christians known by our work of faith, 
labour of love and patience of hope. 


It makes a tremendous difference. 
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There is quietly developing in 


controversy which is of the greatest significance, 


ene which can and should develop. It is not 
a controversy between personalities except in so 
far as they represent divergent viewpoints. 
Rather it is a centroversy having to do with the 
basic concept of the content and authority of 
Christian doctrine. é 


There are only a few who would care to 
champion the theological liberalism of fifty 
years ago. Two world wars have effectively 
shattered the easy optimism of a theology which 
anticipated human progress in terms of man’s 
innate goodness and his own inherent ability 
to improve himself and the society of which 
he was a part. 


Amidst the confusion resulting from the dis- 
illusionment of these humanistic optimists there 
came a voice of conviction in the person of 
Karl Barth and for nearly forty years he has 
been the most influential personality in_ the 
theological world. 


The innate sinfulness of man and God’s 
demptive work through Jesus Christ as man’s 
only hope have been declared and stressed. It 
is probable that Barth’s gwn strong convictions 
and his prolific writings have intensified his 
influence, and at a t:me when such a clear-cut 
stand was sorely needed. 


At the same time, he is one of the most dif- 
ficult men in the world to follow because he 
has fluctuated so widely in his own teaching 
and also because he is both confused and con- 
fusing, at the same time being both logical and 
illogical. 


Because of the influence of Barth, more than — 
any other one individual, there has emerged a_ 


new system of theology known as neo-orthodoxy. 
Like its author, neo-orthodoxy varies from time 
to time and with the individual who has es- 
poused it. 
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The theological world, conservative as well - 


as liberal, owes a great debt to Barth. He forced 
many to see the untenable and illogical (as well 
as the impracticable) position of modernism. 
He unqualifiedly accepted many of the basic 
positions of the conservative theology of an 
earlier generation. 


At the same time, while veering sharply away 
from modernism, the turn has never been com- 
plete. While confusing the pale equivocations 
and vacillations of many liberals by stating his 
firm belief in such doctrines as the virgin birth, 
there has been a baffling unwillingness to ac- 
cept Scriptural affirmations as the basis of au- 
thority and a reaching out into the thin air 
of human reason to come up with a doctrinal 
belief. This is well illustrated by one of his 
followers who has said: “I believe in the virgin 
birth, not because the Bible says so but because 
it seems a logical explanation of the incarna- 
tion.” 


It is at this point that neo-orthodoxy is weak 
and will continue to be weak until it makes 
a further turn back to the historical evangelical 
position. The inherent weakness is this nebu- 
lous basis of authority for faith and its result- 
ing lack of convictions on the part of many of 
its followers, a lack which is all too evident in 
the use of the Bible itself. 


Furthermore, this lack of an authoritative 
basis has resulted in a doctrinal instability by 
many and strange and compulsive emphases 
on the part of others. Men of strong minds and 
broad scholarship have taken sharp issue with 
Barth where he is conservative and joined with 
him where he is himself uncertain or liberal. 
Men such as Paul Tillich and Reinhold Niebuhr 
are in this category and have wielded great in- 
fluence, particularly in American circles. 


The developing controversy which we men- 
tioned in the beginning stems from those pro- 
ponents of neo-orthodoxy who resent the state- 
ment “the Bible says,’ as a basis of final au- 
thority, and who deplore the “literalism’’ which 
they find inherent in it. 


On the other hand, they find themselves baf- 
fled by the obvious fact that such reference back 
to a divine authority carries a weight and pro- 
duces results for which they have no adequate 
explanation. 


One of America’s outstanding secular jour- 
nalists recently remarked to the writer: ‘The 
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the individual sinner; 


liberals are scared to death, because if those 
whose ministry is based on the finality of the 
divine record are right then they, the liberals, 
are dead wrong and they know it.” : 


The dilemma of the neo-orthodox position 
is its own affirmation that the Bible is only a- 
partial authority, that it only contains the word 
of God. This one fatal premise opens up the 
entire gamut of individual interpretations which 
have always characterized liberal thinking. Each 


‘man becomes his own authority; each individual 


mind takes or rejects that which his own -rea- 
son (or that of the fellow-traveler in neo- 
orthodoxy who he is *following), may dictate. 
That this results in a certain degree of theolog- 
ical anarchy is a foregone conclusion. 


No matter how much one may €xtoll the 
fruits of the Christian faith, if the fruits are 
separated from their root in the integrity of 
the Biblical record there is no life with which 
to pass them on to others. 


This same lack of a Scriptural basis produces 
the strange philosophy that corporate sins may 
be rectified without the personal redemption of 
Christianity be- 
comes primarily a matter of social adjustments 
and not of a sinner before a righteous and holy, 
but also loving and persenal God. 

Admitting to the fullest that there is a ial 
influence of the Church and of the Christian 
on the social order, we must never forget that 
the inescapable sequence of God’s plan is that 
individuals must be saved personally before 
they can live as Christians in the society of 
which they are a part. 


This controversy will vary in the degree with 
which men accept or reject Biblical integrity 
and authority but it is an inevitable conse- 
quence of the elevation of reason over revela- 
tion. ‘Those who now reject the “incredible” 
stories of Scripture such as the virgin birth, the 
miracles of our Lord, His vicarious and blood- 
bought sacrifice on Calvary, His bodily resur- 
rection, etc., etc., would do well to ponder the 
words of a former unbeliever: “Why should 
it be thought a thing incredible with you, that 
God should raise the dead?”, and to rejoice in 
his experience with the risen Lord Who told 
him: “TJ have appeared unto thee for this pur- 
pose, to make thee a minister and a witness both 
of these things which thou hast seen, and of 
those things in the which I will appear unto 
thee.’ From that day the scriptural record be- 
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camé an unswerving basis of authority for the 
apostle Paul. Shall we regard it with less con- 
fidence? 


Begging the question with the straw men of 
“literalism” or “individualism” does not clarify 
the situation. Men have and do make mistakes 
in attitudes and interpretations. It is true that 
historical settings, local contexts and cultural 
differences must be recognized for a clear under- 
standing of the Scriptures. But such an under- 
standing lessens not one whit either the integ- 
rity or the authority of the Word of God. 


Fortunately, this controversy can be settled 
by the simple process of seeing how the two 


viewpoints work out when applied to individual ~ 


lives, andl to society. Which shows the presence 
and the transforming power of the Holy Spirit? 
Which brings men to grips with their own 
personal problem of sin? Which turns men 
in repentance to the foot of the cross - to the 
blood-bought redemption of Calvary? Which 
has the power to transform men (instantaneous- 
ly or gradually) into new creatures in Christ? 


Let this controversy continue because on its 
right solution rests the present and future power 
and usefulness of the Church. L.N.B. 


Drugs Available for Mission 
Hospitals? P P 


In several of our Southern cities local phy- 
sicians have become interested in _ collecting 


samples and larger consignments of drugs for 


transmission to our mission hospitals abroad. 
In a few instances the quantity and value of 
these drugs have assumed major proportions. 


This is to ask you to pass on this word to 
physicians in your locality, telling them of the 
need and asking them to join in this activity. 


They will find many of their retail drug men — 


interested and cooperative. 


The Board of World Missions has appointed 
the undersigned a committee to head up this 
project. You can choose the mission hospital 
you wish to receive these drugs. We will advise 
you as to the best method of packing and ship- 


ping. 

One doctor has already collected and shipped 
over $7,000.00 worth of drugs to Africa and 
Korea. If this idea is developed on a large 
scale it can bring great blessing to all of our 
mission hospitals - and to the people they serve. 


L. Nelson Bell, 
Montreat, N. C. 


Peggy Boggs 
1338 East 53rd St., 
Savannah, Ga. 


Sam F. Bissett 
1015-17 West Platt St., 
Tampa 6, Florida 


Amazing Grace 


There is an old song we Presbyterians sing 
only too rarely. Some one has facetiously said 
it is the “National Anthem of the Baptists.” 
If that is true let us appropriate it to our own 
uses too for it applies to all Christians. 


Our concern in this matter is a practical one. 


Too few Christians are amazed by God’s grace. 
We are proud and feel that in some measure 
we deserve God’s grace. There is a sophistica- 
tion today which makes many feel that they are 
doing God an honor to join the church. 


Not until we realize what we really are and 
from what Christ has saved us can we possibly 
realize anything of the depths of God’s love and 
grace. 


The veneer of respectability, of education, of 
social position and correctness confuses us and 
we think. we are pretty good folks. Only when 
God’s Holy Spirit convicts us of our sins and 
shows us how black they really are can we hope 
to praise God for His marvelous grace. 


The sinfulness of man and the awfulness of 
that sin can only be evaluated in the light of 
what God found necessary to do to solve the 
sin problem. If the Son of God Himself had 
to come into this world to redeem men then 
that truly is amazing grace. 


John Newton knew by experience when he 
wrote: 
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 
‘That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 


"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; _ 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 


Thro’ many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 


When we've been there ten thousand 
Bright shining as the sun, 
~ We've no less days to sing God’s praise, 
Than when we first begun. 


L.N.B. 


Deilionsed to the Highest Ideals of 
Christian Scholarship 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President SC Clinton, S. C. 
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The Pilgrim Mission 
at Chrishona 


. The other Thursday it was our privilege to’ 
yisit this beautiful site overlooking the Rhine 


valleys of Switzerland and Germany. Here 


_ around an ancient Church a great institution or 


series of institutions has been built. In the days 
of cold rationalism C. F. Spittler founded here 
a training school for home missionaries, after 
he founded the Basler Mission for foreign mis- 
sionaries. 

His successors Heinrich Rappard and Fried- 
rich Veiel made it a place to train evangelists. 
Today there are some eighty brothers studying 
there for a period of four years to be preachers. 


Each year the school graduates about twenty | 


men who go to the villages as preachers or 
evangelists (not State Church Pfarrers or pas- 
tors). These men are between 20 and 30, gen- 
erally drawn from the artisans, and not as 
highly educated as the official Pfarrers. Often 
their Bible preaching and warm _ evangelism 
have been owned by gracious awakenings. At 
this writing Crishona is perhaps sending out as 


many preachers as any of the theological facul- 


ties in Switzerland. 

While these men go primarily to Switzerland 
and Germany, we were shown over the beauti- 
ful site by a brother who is training to go to 
Singapore under the China Inland Mission. 
At one time there were 20 of these graduates 
in the State of Texas, one of which later became 
pastor of the St. John’s Church in Atlanta. In 
1900 there were some 200 of these graduates 
preaching in North America. Smaller numbers 
were in South America, with a daughter mis- 
sion house in Syria. 

A further work with magnificent new build- 
ings is that of the sisters of deaconesses. Some 
10 to 20 young ladies are trained every year for 
service as deaconesses especially in the hospitals. 


During the summer valuable summer confer-— 


ences for the young people, and some for the 
older ones are held. The brothers do the sum- 
mer work for these conferences while they con- 
tinue to carry their Sunday preaching appoint- 
ments, going out as far as twenty miles by 
bicycle. 

A gracious and rich influence for Christ and 


His word has been and is being exercised by 


this Institution. It, with the Basler Mission, 
exercised an evangelistic influence when ration- 
alism was at its peak and has helped call men 
back to a Christ centered theology. W.C.R. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Clothes 
Bible Markers — Communion 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen . 
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standing Jesus. 


_be said that he was primarily a teacher? 


edged great teachers. 


Primarily a Teacher? 
By Gordon H. Clark 


This summer there is to appear a volume 
by E. E. Tilden, Jr., entitled Toward Under- 
The advance notice indicates 
that one ‘of the author’s assumptions is that 
Jesus’ was primarily a teacher. Although no 
review can be written before the book is seen, 
and though therefore what follows does not 
directly envisage this book, one can ask inde- 
pendently whether Jesus was in fact primarily 
a teacher. Would this presupposition tend to 
produce an accurate study of Jesus or would it 
tend to distort the picture? 


Of course, Jesus was a teacher to some extent. 
He taught certain moral principles as -exem- 
plified in the Beatitudes. He also taught some 
profound theology: his concept of Messiah, and 
the sovereignty, which he shared with his 
Father, of selecting the recipients of revelation 
(Mt. 11:25-27). But though he taught, can it 
Does 
his fame, does his significance, depend chiefly 
on his teaching career? 


To answer this question, comparison might 
well be made between Jesus and some acknowl- 
Plato, Kant, and the 
grand old man of many-a small college have been 
sreat teachers. Characteristic of them all is their 
length of service. They taught several genera- 
tions of students. And if some teacher enjoyed 
a shorter span of life, it is still clear that men 
do not achieve fame in teaching with wa three 
years to their credit. 


In the next place, a great teacher manages 
to get his instruction across to the majority, if 
not to the dullest, of his students. Judged on- 
this basis, Jesus was not altogether a success. 
His disciples rather uniformly misunderstood 
what he said. Nor can he be defended by the 
excuse that he was unfortunately stuck with 
duller than average pupils: he had chosen them 
himself. Had he been a great teacher, he would 
have selected more intelligent material. But 
to the end Jesus upbraided his disciples for their 
failure to understand. 


But above all, to say that Jesus was primarily 
a teacher is to contradict his explicit statements. 
Such an assumption ignores the expressions of 
purpose that Jesus himself made, and thus leads 
to distortion. How can an author expect to 
be historically accurate if he disparages the 
sources? 


Note these claims made by Jesus himself: the 
Son of Man came . . . to give his life a ransom 
for many; the Son of Man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost; I am not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
And if Christ’s words continue to verse 16, we 
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may add, God so loved the world that he gave 


his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth — 


in him should not perish but have everlasting 
life. If perchance these words are not Christ’s 
own, but’ John’s comment, the verse nonetheless 
testifies to the original and uniform Christian 
position. Cf. Gal. 4:4; Heb. 2:14-17; I Jn. 3:8. 
For further profitable and interesting study, see 
The Typology of Scripture, by Patrick Fairbairn, 
1900 edition, Vol. I, pp. 98 ff, and The Christian 


View of God and the World, by James Orr, sixth 


edition, pp. 276 ff. 


Undoubtedly Jesus taught; but he came to 
die. His primary purpose was'to purchase re- 
demption by his blood. The main burden of 
teaching could safely be left to Paul; but no 
one else could bear our sins in his own body 
on the tree. Any contrary view not merely dis- 
torts, but rather obliterates the Jesus who came 
to save his people from their sins. 


ANGLERS 


(From “New Testament Evangelism” 
by Wade C. Smith) 


METHOD (Continued ) 
Lesson No. 142 


Finding Prospects. Following up one pros- 
pect will sometimes turn up others in a sur- 
prising way. A church member with many mis- 
givings as to her fitness, at the request of her 
pastor undertook to visit a woman_ prospect 
whose name had been handed to the pastor by 
another worker. A knock at the door failed to 
get any response. The house was closed up. A 
neighbor, working in her flowers next door 
stepped to the fence and volunteered the infor- 
mation that Mrs. A. had gone away for the day. 
The visitor thanked her and incidentally men- 
tioned that she had called to invite Mrs. A. to 
special services being held at the church. This 
naturally led to an invitation extended to the 
neighbor, whereupon she frankly informed the 
visitor that she and her entire household had 
no connection with any church. There were 
five children and they attended no Sunday 
school. There were two grown sisters of the 
husband living with them. They were business 
women. The interview extended into several 
other visits, resulting in all the adults attending 
the services, three of them making a profession 
of faith, and the five children enrolled in the 
_ Sunday school. That was a recent occurrence at 
this writing. The oldest of the five children has 
since made a profession of faith and joined the 
church, and the blessed work of the Holy Spirit 
goes on, ultimately, we have a right to hope, 
resulting in the saving of the whole household. 
Prospects beget prospects. 


PAGE 6 


church people. 


One way to start a private prospect list is 
to mentally call a roll of your acquaintances 
as you may be able to think of them, beginning 
at home, then your neighborhood and your in. 


timate and not so intimate friends. Think of: 


the people with whom you have business contact 
and those who serve you in one way and another, 
The circle may widen and enlarge as you have 
time to put your mind to the matter. As each 
one comes up in thought try to decide in your 
own .mind just what the spiritual status of each 
one is. You may be surprised to discover how 
little you know of their soul’s welfare. You 
know their politics, their views about education, 
music, art, merchandise, automobiles, chickens, 
golf, servants, the threat of war, United Nations, 
bobbed hair and the market; but, come to think 
of it, you-could not state just how they stand 
in relationship to Jesus Christ. You are not ex- 


-- ceptional in this, though you may be a steady 


church member, even considered as a good 
church worker. ‘The president of Women of 
the Church in one of our large churches ‘said 
to the writer: “In all my acquaintance, I do not 
know a soul who is not a member of the church.” 
Then she explained that all her contacts were 
She leads a busy life for 
her Master, a tireless worker in her church and 
Sunday school. Her > eggs time and interest are 
thus spent, except such as is necessary for home 


responsibilities. When she was asked if she could” 


say confidently that every person she knew had 
accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour, she was obliged 
to admit that she was very ignorant of the 
spiritual condition of many of them. She had 
simply taken that as a matter of course; but on 
serious reflection she had doubts about some. 
Then the following questions and answers came: 


“Ts your ‘clean up woman’ a Christian?” 
“T do not know; I never asked her.” 
“Is the laundry man a Christian?” 

“T do not know.” 


‘Are the school teachers who work with your 
children five days in the week Christians?” 


“I do not know. Yes, I have met each one 
of them, but T had not thought of that.” 


“Are the sales-persons who wait on you in the 
department store Christians?” 


“T really have not inquired.” 


Then she said, “Please stop,” for she had 
caught the point. She had been satisfying her- 
self with the thought, if she thought at all, 
that she had no outbreaking evidence that these 
were bad people, or that they were not Chris- 
tians. Thus she could truthfully say that of 
all her acquaintances she knew of none who 
were out of Christ. She had not inquired, and 


of course she did not know. Here is the fatal 
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defect in the program of most Christians, so far 
as soul-winning is concerned; they are taking a 
lot for granted and making no effort to make 
certain, while a great tide of unredeemed lives 
is sweeping by and eddying around their own 
Rock of Safety. 


Still more about “‘prospects’” in next lesson. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


‘ Sunday, June 10, John 15:14-15. The disciples 
were coming into a new relation with Christ 
(v.15). Up till now they had merely been the 
recipients of His teaching and _ instruction 
(v.15), but now they were to enter with Him 
into the work of the Father. What was the part 
they were to play in the work of the Kingdom 
(v.l6a; Matt. 28:19-20). Observe that their 
work was to be no fly-by-night accomplishment 


- (v.16). What resources has Christ given His 


disciples for their work (14:26; 15:16b)? What 
does He expect of them in their relations with 
each other (vv.12,17)? Why (17:21b)? Friend- 
ship with Christ is no cheap and easy relation- 
ship (vv.13-14), but think of the wonder of 
being a friend of God! 


Monday, June 11, Mark 10:13-16. -As the 
crowds gathered about Jesus (v.1), He taught 
them, answering various specific questions 
(vv.2,17) and teaching lessons to His own 
disciples (vv.10-11,14-15). Observe the different 
ways in which He taught His disciples. What 


prompted Him to talk to them about divorce 


(vv.10-12)? How did Jesus teach a spiritual 


truth that grew out of an actual situation in 
vv.13-16? What truth did He teach (vv.14-15) ? 
How did Jesus relate the incident of vv.17-22 
to the instruction of His disciples (vv.23-31) ? 
Do you see in these pictures of Jesus as a teacher 
any examples of methods you might use to get 
spiritual truths across to others. 


Tuesday, June 12, John 2:1-11. One purpose 
of this and all of Jesus’ miracles is expressed 
in v.11. What had Mary known about her Son 
ever since the angel Gabriel had spoken to 
her before Jesus’ birth (Luke 1:31-35)? What 


do you think the motive behind her request 


in. v.3 was? The reply of Jesus in v.4 is a rebuke, 
but the original text does not carry the harsh 
tone of the English translation. How was the 


host saved from a social embarrassment through 


this miracle (vv.6-10)? How was the cause of 
the Kingdom of God advanced (v.11)? Are 
there ways in the normal course of your daily 
activities in which you can help promote the 
cause of Christ? 
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Jt is remarkable that Christ, 


Wednesday, June 13, John 8:1-11. Why did 
the Pharisees and Sadducees bring the woman 
taken in adultery to Jesus (vv.3-6) ? Jesus gained 
the victory over them, not by argument, but by 
the sheer moral force of His personality. What 
effect do you imagine the silence of Jesus in 
v.6 and again in v.8 had upon the consciences 
of the Pharisees? How do you explain the re- 
markable result (v.9) of the one penetrating 
remark Jesus made (v.7)? Notice who left the 
group first (v.9). How often do we find our- 
selves behaving as did these Pharisees—ready 
and eager to condemn the sin of others? What 
practical effect ought the words of Jesus in v.7 
have upon our daily conduct? How aften do 
we, as followers of Jesus, exhibit His mercy and 
compassion (vv.10-11) in our relationships with 


others? 


Thursday, June 14, Luke 5:1-7. Thus far 
Peter seems to have followed Christ at a distance. 
In this passage see how Jesus wins his complete 
allegiance. First He asks a small favor - that 
Peter row out from shore (v.3). Notice Peter's 
reaction, to the request of v.4 (v.5). Do you think 
Peter expected to catch anything? Observe the 
extent of the catch (vv.6-7). What must Peter 
have seen in Jesus to cause him to react as he 
did in v.8? Contrast what Peter called Jesus in 
v.5a and v.8b. What new allegiance did Peter 
show in v.11 as he received this new realization. 
of who Christ was. As the Lord Jesus reveals 
more of Himself to you through certain life 
experiences, do you respond with a deeper al- 


legiance to Him? 


Friday, June 15, Luke 9:10-17.. When we con- 
sider* the number of people who sought after 
Jesus (v.14) when He was trying to rest (v. 10) , 
we obtain some idea of the impact of His min- 
istry. Notice who the people said He _ was 
(vv.7,8,19). What was Jesus’ attitude toward 
the crowd He was temporarily trying to escape 
(v.11; Mark 6:34)? What seemed to be the at- 
titude of the disciples toward the crowd (v.12) ? 
though weary, 
taught and cured the people (v.11) and then 
welcomed them to stay for dinner. After wit- 
nessing this miracle (vv.13-17), what conclu- 
sions did the disciples reach as to who Jesus 
was (v.20)? Are you-able, even when physically 
and emotionally exhausted, to express genuine 
Christian concern for those who look to you 
for help or guidance? : 
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Luke 23:33-38. 


Saturday, June 16, 
imagine something of the suffering Jesus en- 


to 


dured on Golgotha’s Hill: The physical pain 
of the crucifixion itself (v.33); the shame of 
being classed with common criminals, (v.33) ; 


the humiliation of becoming a spectacle of 


horror for curious onlookers (v.35); the heart 
break that must have come from the open ridi- 
cule of His deity and all that He had lived for 
and stood for on earth (vv.35-38). What was 


Jesus’ response to His enemies (vv.42-43)? Do 
we, as followers of Christ, ever turn from tak- 
ing a stand for the right when such a stand 
might cause us to become the objects of misun- 


derstanding or ridicule or even physical perse- 
cution? We are not to seek persecution, but 
we are to believe the words of Christ, “Blessed 
are ye when men shall persecute you... 
thew 5:11-12. 


The 1956 Assembly 
Retiring Moderator’s Sermon 


God’s Commandment for 


His People | | 
_By Rev. J. McDowell Richards, D.D. “ Se 


I John 3:23—“And this ts his commandment, 
that we should believe on the name of his Son 


Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave 


us commandment.’ 


The Lord’s day had come once again in the 
city of Ephesus. The Christians of the metropolis 
were gathering according to custom for prayer 
and praise and for the declaration of the Gospel. 
This time, however, there waS a particular sense 
of expectancy which permeated the group, and 
a subdued excitement which could not be mis- 
taken. 
John, the well-loved and now ancient disciple 
of Jesus Christ was to be present and that, in all 
probability, he would be preaching his last ser- 


mon. Already the signs of his approaching end 
had become unmistakable, and it was-evident 
that his remaining days on earth “were few. 


Surely in this valedictory message there would 


. be great tr set forth which no believer could 
afford to{miss. 


At last the great moment arrived. The old 


man, now too weak to walk, was borne in and 


placed before the assembly. His hair was snowy 
white and his face radiant with something of the 
light of another world. When the time came 
and he had arisen to speak, however, he delivered 
no lengthy discourse, but only said, “Little chil- 
dren, love one another,” lifted his hand in bene- 
diction, and was done. 


So runs a familiar story concern g the last 
days of the disciple whom Jesus loved. It is in 
keeping with another tradition related by 
Jerome, who said that in his later years John 
was accustomed to repeat again and again the 
same injunction, “Little children, love one an- 
other,” until some of the believers became weary 
of it and asked, “Master, why do you always 
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It had become known that the Apostle ' 


say this?” “Because,’ 
commandment, 
enough.” 

The traditions mentioned accord well with 


the writings of John and we may accept them 
as an accurate clue to the spirit and the emphasis 


"he replied, “it is the Lord’s 
and if only it be done, it is 


of his later ministry. It is well for us to remem- 


ber, however, that this man had not always been 
characterized by sweetness and light. It was not 
for nothing that his Lord had given to him and 
his brother James the name, “Boanerges’’—“‘Sons 
of Thunder.” These were men of emotions so 
strong that they wanted to call down fire from 


heaven upon the Samaritan villagers and to con- 


sume them, because they would not receive their 
Lord. It was this same John who forbade a 
man to cast out devils in the name of Christ, 
because he followed not with the disciples, and 


who was doubtless amazed and dismayed at his. 
Master’s rebuke, 


“Forbid him not: for he that 
is not against us is for us.”” A man of enthusiasm, 
of passion, of temper, he must quite evidently 
have been. The change that was wrought in 
this disciple was doubtless as great as that in 
Peter, though it is not so clearly set before us 
in the Gospel narrative. He was no person of 
patience, of sympathy, and of compassion in 
the beginning. It was the transforming power 
of Christ, and the sanctifying work of the Holy 
Spirit through the years which made of him the 


-great Apostle of love, even as they made of Simon. 


Peter a Rock for oo and for the King- 
dom of God. 


For this reason one may doubt the full correct- 
ness of the tradition concerning John’s last mes- 
sage. He would not have preached the obliga- 
tion without pointing to the power by which it 
might be performed. If indeed he was accus- 
tomed to repeat the words, “Little children, 
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love one another,” it was to those who knew the 
Gospel, and had accepted Christ as their Lord 
and Saviour. Their obligation was implicit in 
their faith. This is the note. which recurs again 
and again in the First Epistle of John, and which 
is stated in our text: “And this is his command- 
ment, ‘That we should believe on the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as 
he gave us commandment.” 


Saving faith in Jesus- Christ was the heart of 
John’s message as it was of all the New Testa- 
ment. Unless the Christian life begins with him 
it does not begin. The uniqueness of Christ’s 
place as the Son of God, the fact that God’s love 


manifested itself in the sending of his Son into 


the world that we might live through him, the 
good news that the “blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us. from all sin”, — these are truths 
which are essential to the Apostle’s writings and 
the presupposition of all his exhortations. A 
decisive act of faith is essential to the righteous- 
ness of life which is emphasized throughout 


John’s epistle, and to the abiding work of love. 


It is an interesting fact that the literal transla- 
tion of the Greek phrase used here is not “be- 
lieve in the name” but “believe the name” of 
his Son Jesus Christ. In commenting on this, 
Dr. B. F. Westcott says that it is equivalent to 
“believe as true the message which the name 
conveys.” The full title, ““His Son Jesus Christ” 
is itself a compressed creed. In the word Son 
we find suggested the Deity of our Lord and 
the love of God the Father, who gave his only- 
begotten Son that we might have everlasting 
life. In the name Jesus we are reminded of 


the perfect humanity of the Master, with all 


the winsome grace of his personality, the clarity 
of his mind, and the flawlessness of his character. 
In the title Christ or Messiah we find implicit 
the divine mission for which he was appointed 
and the nature of his atoning work. It is a 
title which looks back into the long preparation 
for his coming and finds in him the fulfillment 
of God’s promises to Israel through the proph- 
ets, but which looks forward also: to a glorious 
culmination of God’s plan in the future. 


Here as always, however, the concept of faith 
set forth is not one of intellectual acceptance 
alone but also of active and vital commitment. 
The salvation offered to man in the New Testa- 
ment is the gift of God. Justification is by faith 
and by faith alone. The desire of the Christian 
is to “be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness which is of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith.” At the same time 
the New Testament knows nothing of faith di- 
vorced from life, but only of faith which issues 
in life. It is Dr. Charles Hodge who suggested 
that we might understand the word “believe” 
more accurately if we wrote it as “‘be-live’, — 
that is to base all of our lives and actions upon 
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~The 


our acceptance of Christ as Lord and Saviour. 
We have no power to live as we ought apart 
from our commitment to him. If our lives give 
no evidence that he is at work in us, that fact 
is itself an indication that we do not truly be- 
lieve. 


It is a futile thing for.a man to say to a 
doctor, “I believe in your skill and in your 
ability to cure my disease, but I will not follow 
your prescription.” It is idle for one to declare 
to a candidate for office, “I believe that you 
are a leader who could solve our problems: and 
you have my full support — but I cannot go 
to the polls to vote.” It is mockery for one to 
assert his belief in democracy and his faith in 


the “American Way of Life’ and then to scoff 


at the laws of his land or to avoid the discharge 
of his duties as a citizen. So is it meaningless 
for a person to declare his faith in Christ and 


then to disregard the precepts of the Master 


in the attitudes which he manifests and the 
deeds which he commits day by day. Belief in 
Christ assuredly implies that we will love him, 
who first loved us and gave himself for us. Be- 
cause it issues in love for him, it will inevitably 
lead, John says, to the keeping of his command- 
ments. The duty which he emphasizes here is 
that in which all other commandments concern- 
ing our fellow men are summed up — it is that 
we should love one another. “Love,” as the Apos- 
tle Paul had said, “is the fulfilling of the law.” 


It is not of Paul that John is thinking, how- 
ever, but of Christ. His mind goes back to that . 
upper room where only the eleven are now left 
with their Lord. The shadow of the cross is 
upon him. Only a little while ago he has 
girded himself with a towel, taken a basin and 
washed the disciples’ feet in an example of hu- 
nd of service which we can never forget. 
new\commandment I give unto you,” he says, 
at ye. love one another; as I have loved you, 
at ye also love one another.” 


hat was there new about this commandment. 
Id ‘Testament had said, “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself” and Christ had added 
his own authority to the obligation thus set 
forth. Yes, but there are occasions when we do 
not love ourselves very much; times when we 
are sick and ashamed of ourselves, and when 
we would be rid of our own personalities if 
we could. But when Christ said, “As I have 
loved you” he made this a new commandment 
because he gave a completely new and different 
standard. The love of Christ—utterly pure, ab- 
solutely unselfish, determined to seek and to 
save that which was lost, not counting the cost, 
willing to endure the cross, praying forgiveness 
for those who nailed him to the tree—that is 
our standard now. It is this new commandment 
of Christ that John is emphasizing in our text, 
for he uses almost the identical words of the 
Lord as recorded in his Gospel. | 
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New Testament scholars will not need to be 
reminded of the fact that the word which is 
here used for love is “Agape” , not “Eros’’. This 
word describes a love ‘which is an expression 
of character, determined by will and not a thing 
of spontaneous emotion. In this sense ‘love’ 
is the willing communication to others of that 
which we have and are; and the exact opposite 
of that passion which is the desire of personal 
appropriation.” We cannot always direct our 
emotions; we are not equally attracted to all 
men, but we can assuredly will that which is 
good for all men; we can unstintingly give of 
ourselves for their welfare. 


How much we need to heed this command in 
the church today, and how much the world 
needs to see this kind of love in us! Tertullian 
bears witness to the impression which the atti- 
tude of Christians toward their fellow-believers 
made upon the pagan world. He reports the 
people of his day as saying: “Behold how these 
Christians love one another . for they are 
even prepared to die for one another.” Men 
have not been speaking thus about Christians 
in our day. Sadly enough, they have had little 
occasion to do so. We rejoice that the days of 
denominational strife and enmity have so large- 
ly passed; yet there is still a need for improve- 
ment in the relationships between denomina- 
tions. The Churches need increasingly to see 
themselves not «in the competitive relationships 
of the business world, but as members of the 
same family, as partners in the service of Christ. 


Somehow we must learn to avoid costly dupli-. 


cation of efforts, to be statesmanlike in our 
planning so that we shall not be competitors 
to win the same few in one commuffity, while 
the multitudes elsewhere go unreac We must 
learn to love and understand one another so 
well that we can present a common front to 
the world. The differences among us should 
increasingly be those of organization only, as we 
plan and work together in affection and in trust 
because we own a common loyalty to Christ. 


Our primary responsibility here, however, is 
for conditions within our own Church. We have 
been passing through days of controversy and 
debate. Great issues have divided us, and even 
today there are many questions before us on 
which we are not agreed. In loyalty to con- 
science and to duty we must bear our witness 
to truth, as God gives us to see the truth. When 
differences arise, however, we need to remember 
the limitations of our own wisdom, and to re- 
spect the motives of those who, with equal sin- 
cerity, and an equal right to seek God’s will 
for their lives and for our Church, are con- 
strained to take a different view. It is very easy 
in the course of our debates for tempers to be- 
come strained; for unkind words to be spoken; 
for bitterness to be aroused; for pride and a 
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determination to carry the day for our side to 
displace charity and good will as our ruling pas- 
sion. “Little children, love one another.” “Put 
on therefore as God’s elect, holy and _ beloved, 
a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness, 
meekness, long suffering; forbearing one an- 
other, and forgiving each other, if any man have 
a complaint against any; even as the Lord for- 
gave you, so also do ye: and above all these 
things put on love, which is the bond of per- 
fectness, and let the peate of Christ rule in your 
hearts.” 


The spirit which is needed in our Church 
courts is needed also in local churches. Sadly 
enough there is never a year which comes that 
does not find\some congregations divided within 
themselves by differences between good men. 
Too often party is set against party, one indi- 
vidual becomes alienated from another, and bit- 
terness prevails. Church quarrels are always a 
reproach to the name which we bear and a hin- 
drance to the work of Christ. It is possible to 
be technically right and to win one’s argument, 
while at the same time sacrificing that which 
is essential and doing injury to the cause of the 
Kingdom. Let us remember that “love suffereth 
long and is kind, love envieth not, love vaunt- 
eth not itself, and is not puffed up, doth not 


behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, 


is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil.” 


In the spirit of love must be found also the 
solution of our social problems. Our section, and 
to some extent our Church as well, are torn 
today by the question of racial relationships. 
It is not likely that we shall soon be able to 
agree on all of the policies which should be 
adopted, the practical steps which must be taken. 
On one point, however, we should be able to 
agree. No policy can be right which is not based 
upon love and upon an honest desire for the 
good of our brethren—whether they be white 
or black, yellow or brown. 


The man of any race who accepts Christ is 


‘truly a child of God and the brother of every 


other believer. No policy, no attitude, no word 
which is based upon hatred, or scorn, or a 
desire to humiliate, or a willingness to keep; 
any other person from attaining the fullest de- 
velopment of which* he is capable can be in 
accord with the mind of Christ. Christians, 


white and black, in the Southland or in any 
other part of the world today, need to be much 
in prayer that they may understand the will of 
Go they may know what Christ would 
have them do, and that they may be given the 
grace\to obey. “For this is the message which 
we heard from the beginning, that we should 
love one another .. . He that loveth not his 
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brother abideth in death . . . If a man say, I 
love God, and hateth his brother,- he is a liar: 
for he that loveth not his brother, whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath 
not seen?” 


In love is the motive which will lead us to 
a new concern for the needs of the suffering, 
the sorrowful and the needy about us. “But 
whoso hath this world’s good, and _ seeth his 
brether hath need, and shutteth up his com- 
passion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him?’ We have not begun to do what we 
should for the widows, the fatherless, the dis- 
a the needy and the suffering of the 
world. 


In love, too, is the only power which can 
send us out in a great forward movement of 
Evangelism and Missions both at home and 
abroad. It is true that the new commandment 
of Christ was directed especially to the rela- 
tionship between those who were already his 
servants. By implication, however; by what we 
call “good and necessary inference,” it deals with 
our obligation to all men. Christ died for all. 
In every individual we see a soul in need of 
him; one, who, by his grace and through his 
redeeming power, is potentially a child of God. 
If true love is inconsistent with closing our 
hearts to the physical needs of men, how much 


less can it be reconciled with indifference to 
the spiritual state of those who are lost apart 
from Him; who are perishing because they have 
not received the Bread of Life. 


We rejoice in the rapid growth of our Church 
in recent years; we thank God for that which 
has been accomplished on our mission fields. 
At best, however, we have scarcely touched the 
fringe of that which is possible for us and de- 
manded of us. We have not begun to labor 
as we ought, we have not in any real sense 
sacrificed for Christ, we have not understood 
what it is to love. We need to come again to 
the foot of the cross, to see the broken heart 
of God in Christ, to catch something of the 
passion of him who loved us and gave himself 
for us. In penitence and in devotion we are 
called to dedicate ourselves anew to the fulfill- 
ment of his Great Commission. Constrained by 
his love, forgetting our differences, united by 
his Spirit, we must move forward in the work 
to which he has called his people. 


“And this is his commandment, that we should 
believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, 
and love one another, as he gave us command- 
ment.” Lord, we believe. Help Thou our un- 
belief! Lord, we do love. Teach us to love, in 
fullness. and in truth! | 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JUNE 17 


Background Scripture: Acts 21:17 - 26:32 
Devotional Reading: II Timothy 1:8-14 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Ambassador In Binds 


These are exciting and dangerous days for Paul. We have seen in the first part of chapter 21 
that he was repeatedly warned not to Zo to Jerusalem. In verse 4 we are told that the disciples at 


Tyre said to him “through the Spirit’, that he shoul 


10t go up to Jerusalem. In verses ten and 


eleven a certain prophet named Agabus took Paul’s girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, 
and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that weareth 


this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands 
of the Gentiles. Hearing these words, “We, 
and they of that place besought him -not to 
go up to Jerusalem.” Luke was evidently one 
of those who urged him not to go. Paul an- 
swered that he was ready not only to be bound 
but to die at Jerusalem for the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Did the apostle make a mistake 
here? He could, as we know, be somewhat 
“hardheaded,” if we- can use that expression 
about so great a man. If he did make a mis- 
take the Lord overruled it and 
opportunity of bearing witness before kin 
rulers and even Caesar himself. We see \the 
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courage of Paul and his sincere conviction that 
he must go to Jerusalem. It would seem, how- 
ever, from the account, that the Holy Spirit was 
speaking through all these friends who advised 
him not to go. | 


Another question comes to’ mind. Did Paul 
err in yielding to the suggestion of James and 
the brethren that he conform to the Mosaic 
Law? It seems a bit strange that the apostle 
who stood so firmly for freedom from the Cere- 
monial Law should do what he did in verses 
22-26. It did not keep him from being seized 
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by the fanatical Jews but rather furnished them 


with an excuse and occasion for the outbreak 


that is described in verses 27-29. 


All of these unfortunate occurrences gave Paul 
a fine opportunity to bear witness to the Gospel 
and relate the story of his own conversion. In 
II Timothy 1:8-14, (Our Devotional Reading) , 
he urges Timothy “not to be ashamed of our 
Lord, nor of me his prisoner,” and says. of 
himself, “Nevertheless I am not ashamed.” He 
certainly lived up to those words. 


I. The Uproar in Jerusalem: 21:17-40. 


The brethren received Paul gladly and he 


related to them—to James and all the elders— 
what wonderful things God had wrought among 
the Gentiles through his ministry. They made 
the suggestion that he take four men who had 
a vow on them, and purify himself with them, 
etc., in order to show the multitudes that 
‘was still a loyal Jew and kept the Mosaic Cere- 
monial Law. Paul complied with their sugges- 
tion, but instead of keeping him out of troub 


it led to the uproar. A question comes to me_ 


at this point. Why did not the “brethren,” or 
the Church at Jerusalem, not try to do more 
to protect and help Paul? From the record it 
appears that he was “on his own,” 
modern expression. Was the church so weak- 
ened from persecution that it was unable to 
do anything? The unbelieving Jews seemed to 
have things their own way in the city where 
three thousand had been converted at Pente- 
cost, 4nd many more soon afterwards. Did 
there still exist a feeling of lukewarmness or 
even jealousy toward the “apostle to the Gen- 
tiles’’? 


The Jews which were of Asia, (had they fol- 
lowed Paul?), when they saw him in the tem- 
ple, stirred up all the people and laid hands 
on him. It was not long before the whole city 


was aroused, and they went about to kill Paul. 


Tidings came to the chief captain that all Jeru- 
salem was in an uproar. He came with soldiers 
and commanded him to be bound with two 
chains and demanded what he had done. He 
took Paul to be a certain Egyptian who had 
formerly led a band of murderers. Paul ex- 
plained who he was and asked permission to 
speak to the people. 


II. Paul’s Defense “on the Stairs”: 21:40 - 22:30. 


Paul spoke to the crowd in the Hebrew 
tongue, and this kept them quiet for a time. 
His defense consisted of a short account of his 
personal background as a Jew, his zeal as a 
persecutor of the Christians, and his marvelous 
vision and conversion on the road to Damascus. 
He adds the account of his trance in the tem- 
ple and the command to “Depart : for I will 
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send thee hence unto the Gentiles.” | When 
he uttered the word “Gentiles” they lifted up 
their voices and cried, “Away with such a fel. 
low from the earth: for it is not fit that he 
should live.’”” They cried out and cast off their 
clothes and threw dust into the air in their 
frenzy and madness, and the chief captain com- 
manded that he be brought into the castle and 
examined by scourging. As they bound him, 
Paul said to the centurion, Is it lawful for you 
to scourge a man that is a Roman and uncon. 
demned? The centurion hastened to the chief 
captain and asked, What art thou about to do? 
for this man is a Roman. Then the officer 
came and when he found that this was true. 
those departed from him who would have ex. 
amined him in this brutal manner, and the chief 
captain himself was afraid. He gave orders that 
the chief priests and their council should ap- 
pear on the morrow and Paul would be set 
before them. 


III. Paul’s Defense Before the Council: 23:1-11. 


Paul began his speech before this body by | 
saying, “I have lived in all good conscience 
before God until this day.” The high priest, - 
Ananias, commanded them that stood by to 
smite him on theenouth. Then Paul said, God 
shall smite thee, thou whited wall : for sittest 
thou to judge me after the law, and command- 
est me to be smitten contrary to the law? (We 
see in this the injustice of Jewish tribunals. We 
saw the same thing in the trial of Jesus. We 
are reminded of Communist “trials’’). When 
rebuked for these words, Paul said, I .wist not 
that he was the high priest. It is entirely pos- 
sible that Paul had never seen the high priest 
and did not know him. 


Paul now uses a bit of psychology and takes 
advantage of the fact that part of the men 
composing the council were Pharisees and part 
Sadducees. He cried out, Men and brethren, 
I am a Pharisee : of the hope of the resurrection 
of the dead I am called in question. His enemies 
were divided, and the Pharisees exclaimed, We 
find no fault in this man. When there was 
great dissension the chief captain, afraid that 
Paul would be pulled in pieces by the mob, 
commanded the soldiers to take him by force and 
bring him into the castle. The night following 
the Lord stood by. him and told Paul that he 
would bear witness in Rome also. 


IV. The Plot to Kill Paul and His Escape to 
Caesarea: 12-35. 


The Jews were so determined to get rid of 
Paul that forty of them bound themselves by 
an oath that they would neither eat nor drink 
until they had killed him. Their plan was to 
set upon him on the morrow when he would 
be brought before the Council for the second 
time. Paul’s sister’s son heard of this plot and 
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explaining the case, and making i 


told Paul who got one of the centurions to 
take the young man to the chief captain. When 
he was told of the plot the chief captain im- 
mediately called two centurions and ordered 
them to get two hundred soldiers and some 
horsemen and spearmen and conduct Paul down 
to Caesarea. Then he wrote a letter to Felix 


appear to 
his advantage (the chief captain’s).* So Paul 
was conducted safely to Caesarea and presented 
to the Governor Felix. 


V. His Trial and Defense Before Felix: 24:1-27. 


In five days his accusers came down with a 
“certain orator” named Tertullus who made 
quite a speech, beginning in a flowery and flat- 
tering manner, and accused Paul of being “a 
pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among 
all the Jews throughout the world, and a ring- 
leader of the sect of the Nazarenes: who had 
gone about to profane the temple, whom we 
took and would have judged according to our 
law, but the chief captain came upon us and 
with great violence took him away out of our 
hands.” Here is a typical speech of a shrewd 


-lawyer who twists the facts to suit his own ends 


and pays no attention to the truth. We have 
the same kind in our day. The Romans prided 
themselves upon “law” but we get a good 
picture of a Roman tribunal and of the corrup- 
tion of Roman courts. 


Paul defended himself in a masterful way, 
showing clearly that he was innocent Of,all the 
charges brought against him. Felix ra sO 
impressed that he deferred judgment until the 
chief captain should come down and allowed 
Paul to have a large degree of liberty and the 
privilege of having his acquaintances come and 
minister to him. When his wife Drucilla was 
come, who was a Jewess, he sent for Paul and 
heard him concefning the faith in Christ Jesus. 
Felix “trembled” as Paul spoke, but put off 
the matter. He was convicted but not converted. 


VI. Paul Before Festus and Agrippa: Chapters 
25 and 26. 


Festus succeeded Felix. He went up to Jeru- 
salem and the Jews desired him to send for 
Paul, planning to kill him. Festus, no doubt 
suspicious of this course, answered that Paul 
should be kept at Caesarea, and told them to 
come down and accuse him. Paul appealed to 
Caesar. 


While he was waiting King Agrippa came 
down to visit Festus and Paul had the oppor- 
tunity of defending himself, and witnessing for 
Christ and the Gospel before King Agrippa and 
others. The result was acquittal, but since he 
had appealed to Caesar, to Caesar he had go go. 


_ (Study Paul’s speech before Agrippa.) 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 17 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Land Of The Pineapple 


Hymn: “The Morning Light Is Breaking” ‘ 
Prayer 
Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-12 


Hymn: “O Love Divine, That Stooped ‘To 
Share’”’ 

Offering 

Hymn: “In Christ There Is No East Nor 
West” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

(You can make this program richer and more 
interesting by securing additional information 
on Hawaii from an encyclopedia or from mag- 
azine articles.) 


Mark Twain described Hawaii as the “‘loveli- 
est fleet of islands that lie anchored in any 
ocean.” The impression of the islands which 
we gain from our reading is certainly consistent 
with his description. In the title of this program 
we refer to Hawaii as ““The Land of the Pine- 
apple” because it is through the pineapple that 
we in the United States are most familiar with 
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the islands. The growing and canning of the 
pineapple is one of the principal industries of 
Hawaii. Practically all of the pineapple con- 
sumed in the United States is produced there. 


©ur main interest in Hawaii, however, is not 
with the beauty of the land or the lusciousness of 
the pineapple, but with the progress of the 
church there. Our speakers will give us some 
background information about the land, ‘and 
then tell us how the Christian church came to 
be, how it has grown, and what influence it 


has had. 


First SPEAKER: 


Hawaii lies about 2200 miles southwest of 
San Francisco and about 1400 miles north of 
the Equator. There are twenty islands in the 
group, only eight of which are inhabited. The 
combined area of the eight is not quite as large 
as the state of New Jersey. The climate is 
truly delightful, never cold and never too hot. 
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The rainfall is variable. Honolulu, the capital, 
averages 32 inches a year, and the city of Hilo, 
less than 300 miles away, averages 100 to 150 
inches a year. The islands are very mountain- 
ous. On the largest island, Hawaii, are two 
mountains which tower over 13,000 feet above 
sea level. On one of them, Mauna Loa, is the 
largest active volcano in the world. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

The islands are said to have been first dis- 
covered in 1555, and rediscovered by Captain 
James Cook in 1778, who named them the Sand- 
wich Islands in honor of the English Earl of 
Sandwich. Captain Cook met his death at the 
hands of natives who were quite savage until 
missionaries came in 1820. The government of 
the islands was a simple despotism until 1840 
when a new constitution was granted which 
provided for a government consisting of a king, 
an assembly of nobles, and a_ representative 
council. A queen, who came to the throne in 
1891, desired to have absolute powers of mon- 
archy restored, but a revolution broke out and 
the kingdom era was ended. An effort was made 
to have the islands annexed to the United States 
as a territory, but it was not until 1898 that 
this was accomplished. Three years later the 
new territory sought to be admitted as a state, 
and the same admission is still being sought. 


The half million people of the islands are 
made up of original islanders and people of 
nearly every Asian: and European nationality. 
Their history of peaceful living together pro- 
vides a commendable demonstration of coopera- 
tion and neighborliness. Regardless of their na- 


tional origins, they have always been strictly 


loyal to the United States. 


The islands have shown a very rapid and 
sound development.. Fine modern buildings are 
to be seen everywhere. There is a very adequate 
system of highways and railroads, and airfields 
dot the islands. There are at least six excellent 
harbors which will accommodate the largest 
ships afloat. Public and private schools number 
320, and the students enrolled in them total 
over 25% of the population. The tax supported 
University of Hawaii at Honolulu has an en- 
rollment of 6000 students. 


Agriculture is the principal industry, and 
sugar is the principal product. It is estimated 


that over half the population is engaged in 


sugar production. Next in importance is the. > 
pineapple industry, which has already been men- — 


tioned. Quite a number of other agricultural 


products are being grown in Hawaii, but none , 


of them in really important quantities. The d 


lightful climate, scenic beauty, and fine accenyé- 
dations of the islands make the tourist trdde 
next in importance to agriculture. Many‘ of. 
the people who go as visitors remain as citizens. 


of the territory. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: 


As has already been indicated, the culture 
of Hawaii was primitive and pagan when Cap- 
tain Cook first landed there. It is truly mar- 
velous that such tremendous progress has been 
made in so short a time. Now we find a prosper- 
ous, well educated civilization in the place of 
the paganism that existed little more than a hun- 
dred years ago. How is it to be explained? In 
1820 Congregational missionaries from New Eng- 
land landed in Hawai. The truth. they taught 
was gladly received in place of the dying pagan 
religion of the natives. ‘Today, the original 


Hawaiians are nearly all Christians, and that - 


fact explains the cultural and economic progress 
they have made. Wherever Christianity goes, all 
of life is improved. In the “Land of the Pine- 
apple’ we find one of the most encouraging 
examples of missionary fruits. Perhaps God has 


-not blessed every land with the beauty and 


charm of Hawau, but any land, no matter how 
bleak and barren it may be, can become spiritu- 
ally rich when it chooses to receive the Son of 
God and to walk in His ways. 


BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING (20 Pages) 
and 

BAPTISM OF INFANTS (20 Pages) 

By Ben L. Rose, D.D. _ 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Wilmington, North Carolina 
10c per single copy; $1.00 per dozen copies 
or $35.00 per thousand copies postpaid. 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL 


Weaverville, N. C. 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


Write To 
McFERRAN CROWE, President 


* High academic standards zi 
© Strong in the faith | 
* Select student body : 
* Fine program of recreation and activities | 
* Reasonable in cost 


A Four-Year Co-Educational College Owned by The Synod of M ississip pi 
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She Has amr Well 


_ As the gracious lady entered the auditorium 
her fellow town people rose in her honor. Later 
she stated she had never before felt like a 
celebrity. The Parent Teachers Association had 
invited the people of Maxton to do her honor 
and they came out in force, to express appre- 
ciation of a great teacher, Marguerite Town- 
send. They called it “her night.” 


Back in 1910 she graduated from Columbia 
College and began teaching children. There 
were a few years elsewhere and a time of gradu- 


ate study at Columbia University, but for forty . 


years she has started the boys and girls of Max- 
ton upon their educational careers, presiding 
over the first grade. There were an invocation 
and a benediction that night and two musical 
selections, but most of the time was taken in 


just saying ““Thank you” to one who had served | 


well. Many of the more than 2,000 children she 
has taught were back for the occasion. A med- 
ical doctor gave a sketch of her life. One of 
her girls, now a matron, read a poem on “To - 
morning.” One presented a life membership 
in Ber National Congress of Parents and Teach- 

Another presented a gift, sent in by former 
muni so readily that the original goal of five 
hundred dollars was almost doubled. The names 
of those who had written a stack of letters and 
telegrams carrying greetings were read. One of 
her boys, now head of a multi-million-dollar 
corporation, sent a hundred shares of stock 
worth over a thousand dollars. After the post- 
lude the several hundred of her alumni and 
the multitude of her friends gathered round to 
express their love for one who had loved and 
served little children. & 


“And they that are wise, shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars for 
ever and ever.” (Daniel 12:3) 


Department of Bible, 
Presbyterian Junior College, 
Maxton, N. C. 


Where Are You Going To 
Spend Your Vacation? 


If you want to go to the mountains where 
it is cool and delightful and where you can 
get refreshment of soul, mind, and body why 
not plan to attend one of the summer confer- 
ences at Montreat? 
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- exhaustible study of the ages. 


For your convenience, in choosing a confer- 
ence date that will fit in your summer sched- 
ule, and prove specifically helpful to you, we- 
are listing here some of the conference dates that 
may be of interest to Women of the Church: 


June 25-29 — Young Adults - For young women 
-(and their husbands) 


July 3-12 — Leadership School - For Sunday 
| school workers 


July 18-25 — Women’s Training School - For 
all women 


July 26 - Aug. 1 — World Mission Conference - 


Chairmen of World Missions and all 
especially interested 


Aug. 2- 8 — Music Conference - For all lovers 
of music | 
Aug. 9-16 — Church Extension Conference - 


Chairmen of Church Extension and all 
concerned with reaching people at home 


Aug. 16-26 — Bible Conference - For Chairmen 
; of Spiritual Growth and for Bible 
leaders, especially. 


Montreat is a good place for families to vaca- 
tion, offering opportunities in clubs to children 
and to all age youth, while these fine conference 
opportunities are offered adults and interested 
and thoughtful young people. 


A MISSIONARY BOOK 


The four evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John drew a composite portrait of Jesus 
when on earth, which has been and is the in- 
An average of 
one new life of Christ is issued every month, 
not to mention the millions of sermons, hymns 
and meditations which that portrait has inspired. 


Then Luke, whom Paul called the “Beloved 
Physician,” goes on with a historical instinct, 
a personal touch and a deep humility, to write 
about the Church of which Jesus was the 
Founder and against which He said no enemy 
could prevail. This is the only authoritative 


_ history we have of the first generation of the 


Christian Church. And in influence it is un- 
surpassed by any brief history ever written. The 
theme of. the Book is found in Acts 1:8, in a 
passage in which the writer linked the narrative 
of the Gospel with that of Acts: 


“And ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me in Jerusalem and in all Judea 


_ and in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of 


the earth.” 


And, like a good preacher who keeps to his 
text, Luke proceeds to develop his story along 
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four lines: (1) the receiving of the Holy Ghost, 
chapters 1 and 2; (2) the preaching of the Gos- 
pel in Jerusalem and in all Judea, chapters 2 
to 7; (3) the Gospel in Samaria, chapter 8; (4) 
the great transition of the offer of salvation to 
the Gentiles and the preaching of the Gospel to 
the whole world, chapters 9 to 28. 


When I was a boy in school, text books of 
history were about as dull as could be made. 
The print was small. There were no pictures. 
The facts were told with lots of dates and the 
student was expected to remember and which 
he promptly proceeded to forget, except one or 
two. Important documents were put in the ap- 
pendix where they received little attention. The 
writers of those histories might have taken a 


lesson from the Acts of the Apostles, where there © 


are word pictures which are vivid and unfor- 
getable. 


Take, for instance, that man crippled from 
his birth, carried daily to the Beautiful Gate 
of the Temple, where he was miraculously 
healed in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, his 
shrunken ankle bones all new again and he 
walking and leaping and praising God. What 
a picture for the artists! 


Or look at Stephen being stoned to death by ) 


the mob and dying with a prayer on his lips 
for man. This story has passed into poetry: 
“The martyr first whose eagle eye could pierce 
beyond the grave; who saw his Master in the sky 
and called on him to save.” Read these and 
other word pictures, let your imagination play 
about. them, tell them to somebody else, and 
see how they live again. 


Consider too the way in which important 


documents are often handled by historians, set - 


apart by themselves for further reading. ‘They 
may be speeches or statements of policy. Some 
standard church historians have a running ac- 
count of facts and then in a separate chapter 
they discuss the history of doctrine. Not so our 
historian Luke. He records many important 
documents but he weaves each into the body of 
the history with its proper setting, making a 
continuous narrative. 


The Acts of the Apostles record the great 
sermon of Peter at Pentecost and some of his 
lesser discourses; Stephen’s sermon before the 
Sanhedrin; the Bible study of the evangelist 


Philip, with the eunuch of Ethiopia: the out- 
line of Peter’s sermon in the house of Cornelius; 
three sermons of Paul, at Antioch in Pisidia, 
before a superstitious audience, in Lystra, and 
to the cultivated audience on Mars Hill in 


Athens. Also three of Paul’s defenses are record- 
ed: his defense before the great crowd in Jeru- 
salem, Chapter 22; before Felix, the Governor, 
Chapter 24; and before Agrippa, Chapter 26 
Each of these important discourses is given its 
own setting and effectiveness. In the Book of 
Acts, which is a story of the early progress of 
the Christian Church, there are smaller stories 
within the main story, all full of thrilling in- 
terest, making a continuous narrative with a 
new interest on every page. 


The Book of Acts answers a missionary’s in-. 


quiries: How shall I begin? What shall I say 
to a new audience? How nurture new believers? 
How receive them into the Church, ‘and organ- 
ize the Church with what officers? These and 
many other questions are answered in Acts. 


The Book of Acts is the fulfillment of the 
Lord’s promise of the Holy Spirit to convince 
the world of sin and to guide the worker into 
all truth. There is also a fulfillment of the prom- 
isé, (John 14:12) “Greater things than these 
shall ye do.”. 


The Book of Acts closes, as it were, abruptly 


with Paul a prisoner, preaching in Rome, but 
the kind of work described there goes on and 
on, for the Lord had said, “Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.” 
—Source Unknown. 


Reading With a Purpose 


The summer months make a wonderful time 
for reading those mission books that sometimes 
get crowded out when time is limited, so “‘be 
sharp” and get this reading done, that you may 
tell some others about the books and encourage 
them to enjoy the reading too. | 


The subject for study this fall is Mission Field 
U.S.A. Two books for adults are: 


Missions U. S. A. by James Hoffman. With 
a-reporter’s skill in presenting facts, Mr. Holt- 
man explores the many mission fields that exist 
in the United States. He shows how the church 


acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. 


KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian ... Coeducational ... Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: | 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- . 
Summer Session. 
Board, room, and tuition, $795.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 

L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX BRISTOL, TENN. 


Fully accredited. 
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is handling some of the problems in new ways. 
In pointing out where the church’s forces are 
urgently needed, he makes clear that every 
church member is part of these forces and has 
a direct responsibility in helping to bring Amer- 
ica nearer to God’s will. 

This Is Your Netghbor by Louisa Rossiter 


Shotwell is a documentary photographic and per- 
tinent text record of the current mission crises in 


the United States and the response churches are 


making to them, giving the reader a sense of 


direction for Christian action in his own com- 


munity. 


And a special book for Presbyterians U. S. is 
Bright Future - a new day for town and country 
church by James M. Carr. 


The subject for study for World Missions in 
February 1957 is Southeast Asia. What is it? 
Where is it? Who are its people? Southeast 
Asia is as far around the globe as you can get 
from the United States. Read the following books 
and find out all about Southeast Asia: 


The Church in Southeast Asia by Thomas and 
Manikam, is about the problems and oppor- 
tunities facing the church in Southeast Asia, a 
vast and important area of the world that is 
too little known to most Americans. The sig- 
nificant fact brought out by the authors is that 
the church is coming of age in Southeast Asia. 
American church members, understanding what 
this new maturity means, will know better how 
to work with fellow Christians across the Pa- 
cific toward mutual goals. 


East From Burma by Constance M. Hallock. 


Here the author provides a wealth of informa- 
tion about the political, economic, social, and 


religious life in the diverse countries that make 
up Southeast Asia. Burma, Taiwan (Formosa) , 


Indo-China, the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaya, 
and Thailand are the countries brought into 
focus. Emphasis is on the people - their charac- 
teristics, their contributions to Christian leader- 
ship in. their environment - and on the. many 
ways in which the church enters their lives. 


Order all books from the Presbyterian Book 
Stores, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va., Box 6127, 
Atlanta 8, Ga.; Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas. 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING 
To THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, 
postpaid. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Dr. Ben Lacy Rose, D.D. 


Union Theological Seminary in Virginia 


Richmond, Virginia 


Dr. Ben Lacy Rose, 

pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Wil- 
mington, N. C., has been elected to the Faculty 
by the Board of Trustees of Union Theological 
Seminary, Dr. Jas. A. Jones, President of the 
Seminary, announced. He will occupy the 
newly created chair of Pastoral Leadership and 
Homiletics. Dr. Rose is expected to begin his 
teaching at Union Seminary in September, 1956. 


Dr. Rose was ordained by Wilmington Pres- 
bytery in 1938 in the Kenansville Presbyterian 
Church, and from 1938 to 1941 was pastor of 
the Chinquapin, Bethel, and Beulaville Presby- 
terian Churches in Duplin County, North Caro- 
lina. From 1941 to 1946 he was a chapiain in 


TEACHERS WANTED — for Christian 
School—6-7 Grades, High School, Mu- 
sic. Write, call or wire W. E. Hill, Jr., 
Hopewell, Virginia. Phones: 5691, 
6765. 
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the Army, serving with the 113th Mechanized 
Cavalry Group in the European Theatre of 
Operations. He was twice decorated with the 
Bronze Star Medal and with the Legion of 
Merit, and received five battle stars for the major 
campaigns in Europe. 

For nine years Dr. Rose was pastor of the Cen- 
tral Presbyterian Church of Bristol. 


Since February, 1955, Dr. Rose has been pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church of Wilming- 
ton, North Carolina. 


Dr. Rose was born in Fayetteville, North Caro- » 


lina. His father, the Hon. Charles G. Rose, was 
at one time Moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S., and 
was division counsel for the Atlantic Coast Lines 
Railroad. His mother was Irene Lacy of Raleigh, 
North Carolina. He is a nephew of Dr. Benja- 
min Rice Lacy, Jr., President Emeritus of 
Union Theological Seminary. 


After graduating from the Fayetteville High 
School, Dr. Rose received his A.B. degree from 
Davidson College in 1935, and graduated from 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia with 
a Bachelor of Divinity Degree in 1938. He re- 
turned to the Seminary to earn his degree of 
Master of Theology in 1950, and the degree of 
Doctor of Theology in 1955. In May 1952, King 
College of Bristol conferred the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Divinity upon him. 


He is a member of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension of the General Assembly of the Pres- 


byterian Church in the U. S., and of the Board 
of Trustees of the Consolidated Presbyterian 


College, Synod of North Carolina. His civic 
activities have included work with the Boy 
Scouts, the Community Chest organizations in 
various communities, the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and the American Legion. In 1955 com- 
munity leaders and city officials elected him to 


receive the Bristol Lifetime Citizen Award, “in | 


recognition of his achievements as a citizen of 
Bristol . . . and as a-_token of the esteem in 
which he is held.” 


Twice the Office of the Chief of Chaplains 
has appointed Dr. Rose to preach to servicemen 
in military installations. ‘The most recent preach- 
ing mission was made in 1954 to the scattered 


bases of the U. S. Air Force in Labrador, Green- 


land and Newfoundland. 


Dr. Rose is married to the former Miss Anne 


Claiborne Thompson, daughter of the Rev. Dr. 


and Mrs. William ‘Taliaferro ‘Thompson of 
Richmond, Virginia. ‘They have four children: 
Anne, Margaret, Lucy, and Ben, Jr. 


George Matthew Lindsay 


George Matthew Lindsay died at his home 
in Tutwiler, Mississippi on January 10, 1956, 
after having been in ill health for some time. 
He was born in Amite County, Mississippi near 
Capel on September 11, 1890, the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. L. P. Lindsay. His father was an elder 
in the Rose Hill Presbyterian Church. 


WITHOUT THE WORD— 


“Christian’’ 
Mohammed 
appealing to educated Africans 


© Life in many places still centers around 


pagan orgies 


® Even many educated Africans are still 
ruled by heathen superstitions, taboos 


and fears 


Witch doctors still ply their dastardly 


trade 


© The civilized, cultured African also ve 
needs Christ 
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AFRICANS 


are educated heathen 
© Only 14% of Africa's population is 


and Communism are 


lee 


e Docket Testament League 


156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N .Y. 


Africans are being taught 
to read. Will they read 
Communist propaganda, 
the literature of false re- 
ligions, or the Truth of the 
Gospel? 


Only the Word of God 
can save Africa from edu- 
cated heathenism! 


Will you help us take 
the Word to Africa? 


Write today for a free 
copy of our Quarterly with 
news of conversions among 
the Mau Maus. 

RLFRED A. KUNZ, 
International Director 
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Mr. Lindsay moved to Tutwiler, Mississippi, 
in 1913 where he lived during the remaining 
years of his life. In 1929 he was ordained an 
elder in the Presbyterian Church of Tutwiler, 
and in 1942 he was made Clerk of the Session. He 
had served as a member of the Church Choir, 
as Superintendent of the Sunday School, and as 
a Commissioner to the General Assembly. He 
is survived by his widow and his son—Jos Pugh 
—besides a sister and several brothers. 


Missionary News 
Nashville 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Halverstadt and their 
son, Hugh, will arrive in this country about 
June 7 for their regular furlough. 


Mr. Halverstadt, who serves as Treasurer of 
the Congo Mission, considers Decatur, Ga., 
home. He is a graduate of Davidson College, 
and Columbia Theological Seminary, and is a 
member of the North Avenue Presbyterian 
Church of Atlanta. 


Mrs. Halverstadt is the former Miss Charline 
Fleece of Decatur, Ga. She attended Converse 
College, and recetved her A. B. degree from 
Agnes Scott College. She, too, is a member of 
the North Avenue Presbyterian Church in At- 
lanta. The Halverstadts will proceed to Atlanta 
upon their arrival in the United States, and will 
make their home there during this furlough 
year. 


Rev. and Mrs. Joseph H. Spooner of our 
Congo Mission announce the birth of a daugh- 
ter, Susan Rebecca, on March 20 in Congo. 


Mr. Spooner is a native of Junction City, 
Arkansas. He received his education at the. 
Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, Arkansas Col- 
lege, and Columbia Theological Seminary. He 
is a member of Ouachita Presbytery. 


Mrs. Spooner is the former Miss Maxine West- 
moreland of Sidney, Arkansas. She also attend- 
ed Arkansas College. She is a member of Scot- 


_land Presbyterian Church in Junction City. The 


Spooners have four other children, three daugh- 
ters and a son. 


A daughter, Linda Bell, was born to Rev. and 
Mrs. Thomas Dwight Linton in Korea on 
March 22. 


Mr. Linton is the son of Rev. and Mrs. W. A. 
Linton, long time missionaries of our Church 
in Korea. He is a graduate of the University of 
Richmond, and Columbia Theological Sem- 


inary. He studied for one year at the University — 


of Edinburgh, in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
Mr. Linton is a member of Atlanta Presbytery. 


Mrs. Linton is the former Miss Marjory Pot- 


ter of Orlando, Florida. She is a graduate of 
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Florida State University and the Assembly’s 
Training School. She is a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Orlando. The Lintons 
have one other child, a son. 


Rev. and Mrs. Jack Brown Scott of our Korea 
Mission announce the arrival of a son, Edward 
Allen, in Korea on March 22. 


Mr. Scott is a native of Greensboro, North 
Carolina, and is a graduate of Davidson Col- 
lege and Columbia Theological Seminary. He 
is a member of Orange Presbytery. 


Mrs. Scott is the former Miss Eleanor Caslick 
of Paris, Kentucky. She attended the University 
of Kentucky and graduated from Vanderbilt 
University. She also studied for one year at the 
Assembly’s ‘Training School. She is a member 


-of the First Presbyterian Church of Paris, Ky. 


Mr. Scott is engaged in evangelistic work, and 
Mrs. Scott serves as a medical missionary. The 
Scotts have one other child, a daughter. 


Nashville — The arrival in the United States 
of six missionaries for the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., from Brazil to begin a year’s furlough is 
announced by the Board of World Missions here. 

Two of the six are already in America; the others 
are expected by June 1. 


From Garanhuns, in the North Brazil mission, 


have come the Rev. and Mrs. W. G. Neville. They 


reached this country May 15 to begin a regular 
furlough that will be spent chiefly in Decatur, 
Ga., and Montreat, N. C. Mr. Neville is a native 
of York, S. C., although he considers Clinton his 
home. He is a graduate of Presbyterian College 
and Columbia Theological Seminary, and is a mem- 
ber of Enoree Presbytery. Mrs. Neville, the former 
Miss Mary Lindsay Tennant of Augusta, Ga., is a 
graduate of Shorter College, Rome, Ga., and is a 


member of Greene Street Church, Augusta. The 


Nevilles have four children, all of whom are living 
in this country. 


From Uberlandia, in the West Brazil Mission, 
the Rev. and Mrs. John G. Viser are returning 
about May 31. They plan to make their head- 
quarters during furlough in Greenville, S. C., 
except during the summer months when they will 
be at Mission Court, Richmond, Va. Mr. Viser 
is from Greenville, a graduate of Columbia Bible 
College, Presbyterian College, and Union Theolog-. 
ical Seminary, Richmond. He also is a member of 
Enoree Presbytery. Mrs. Viser, the former Thel- 
ma Louise Allen of Greenville, attended Columbia 
Bible College, and is a member of Northminster 
Church of her native city. The Visers have four 
children ranging from 15 months to 10 years. 


Latest to reach this country among the six will 
be the Rev. and. Mrs. Donald E. Williams of 
Recife, in the North Brazil Mission. They plan 
to spend June and July at Black Mountain, or 
Spray, N. C., the homes of Mr. and Mrs. Williams, 


respectively. The remainder of furlough will be 


spent in Mission Court, Richmond. Both attended 
Columbia Bible College. Mr. Williams is a grad- 
uate of Columbia Theological Seminary, and is a 
member of Asheville Presbytery. Mrs. Williams 


also attended Wheaton:College. They have four 


children, two sons and two daughters. 
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Four missionaries of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., are on their way, or will go shortly, to their 
.Stations in Mexico and Africa, after a year’s fur- 
lough in the United States. 


Already returned to Mexico, preparatory to 
resuming their work at Ometepec in deep South- 
west Mexico, are the Rev. and Mrs. John B. Wood. 
They left this country in early May. 


Mr. Wood, a member of Southwest Georgia Pres- 
bytery, is a graduate of Wheaton College and Co- 
lumbia Seminary in Decatur, Ga. Before going 
to Mexico, he served the Glen Haven Presbyterian 
Church of Decatur, and was chapel minister of 


First Church, Valdosta, Ga. Mrs. Wood, the former — 


Madge Vander Mey of Chicago, IIll., is also a 
Wheaton graduate, and taught in high schools in 
Chicago and Decatur. The couple has three boys 
ranging from four to eight years. 


Returning to the Belgian Congo are Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter D. Shepard, educational and industrial 
missionaries at Lubondai station. Mr. Shepard 
serves the mission in preparing architectural plans 
when needed, but his chief task has been as prin- 
cipal, teacher and property manager at Central 
School for missionaries’ children. A native of New 
Orleans, he is a graduate of Tulane University, 
and studied at Austin Theological Seminary one 
year before going out as a missionary. Mrs. Shep- 
ard teaches pre-school children and classes in the 
Central School. She is a native of Houston, and 
attended the University of Mississippi. The Shep- 
ards have a boy and two girls, ranging in age 
from nine to three years. The missionaries are 
members of Napoleon Avenue Presbyterian Church 
in New Orleans. | | 


With the appointment of 14 new missionaries 
and the re-appointment of two others by the Board 
of World Missions in early May, the missionary 
force of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., has passed 
the 500 mark for the first time in 29 years. 


The Board, in announcing its appointments fol- 
lowing the May meeting, also pointed out that 
resignations and retirements effective between 
now and September 1 will cause a sizeable reduc- 
tion in the total, so that the final total for 1956 
may be under 500 unless a number of additional 
candidates can be found ready for appointment. 


The Board points out that a large number of 
missionaries will shortly complete their years of 
service and their qualifications for Social Security, 
and will retire this summer. Already 13 retire- 
ments and one resignation have been accepted, ef- 
fective during the summer. 


Nashville — The Board of World Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., has voted to begin 
missionary work in Iraq, bringing to nine the num- 
ber of countries in which the Southern Presby- 
terians are working. | 


At the invitation of three other Presbyterian- 
order denominations now cooperating in the 
United Mission to Iraq, the Board voted to become 
a part of the 32-year-old missionary enterprise. 
Cooperating in the United Mission are the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church, and the Reformed Church in 
America. The three churches are currently main- 
taining a staff of more than a dozen missionaries 


in the booming, oil-rich country which is pre- 


dominantly Moslem. 


The Presbyterian Church, U.S., already is at 
work in mission fields in Korea, Japan, Taiwan, 
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Mexico, Brazil, Ecuador, Portugal and the Belgian 
Congo. 


First step in the new venture will be the appoint- 
ment of three members of the U.S. Board to mem- 
bership on the Joint Committee for the United 
Mission. As soon as missionary volunteers for 
service im the area can be found, the Board will 
then recémmend them to the Joint Committee for 
appointment. 

This action, together with the unanimous ap- 
proval of a statement on the Japanese Interna- 
tional Christian University, and the appointment of 
16 missionaries, constituted the high points of the 
May meeting of the Board. 


Others actions included: 

Taking notice through discussion and_ special 
prayers of intercession for,.the Protestant Chris- 
tians of Colombia, whom the Central Committee 
on Latin America reports as now undergoing the 
most severe persecution in the history of the fanat- 
ical attacks launched during recent years. All mis- 
sion work has been ordered closed in the South 
American country, and the Evangelical Fellowship 
throughout the world was asked to join in special 
prayer for these brothers in Colombia. 


Hearing a special report by Board member 
Lamar Westcott of the Westcotts’ visits, just con- 
cluded, to mission fields in Portugal and Africa. 
Mr. Westcott told the Board that they found work 
in Portugal to be highly impressive, and expressed 
his conviction that the Board has reason to. be 
proud of the work being done by its missionaries 
in both areas. He pointed out his impressions on 
the rising cost of living in Africa, the rising spirit 
of nationalism, and urged: “‘We should do all pos- 


-sible to train natives to take over the Christian 


work as rapidly as possible. Our days there in 
Africa seem to be numbered.” 


As a result of the Board member’s report on 
high costs, the Board voted that its Business and 
Finance committee should make a thorough special 
study of the cost of living in all fields in which 


‘the Board maintains missionaries. 


Hearing a report of progress on the Board’s 
new building in Nashville. Contract on the build- 
ing was to be let soon. 


Approving a recommendation by the Home Base 
Committee that the 1957 General Assembly in 
Birmingham be encouraged to give special atten- 
tion to missions. It will mark the 50th anniversary 
of the 1907 General Assembly in Birmingham which 
adopted a great forward-looking statement on mis- 
sions, with emphasis on the layman’s part in it. 
Recommendation will be made by the Board that 
the 1957 Assembly put special emphasis on the 
layman’s part in world missions, and by a special 
pre-assembly conference, take note of the role of 
the layman in world evangelism. 


Hearing a report that the receipts to date for 
the Easter Offering for Overseas Relief and Inter- 
Church Aid total $63,989, well ahead of the same 
date in 1955. 


Voting expressions of deep appreciation for the 
services rendered by missionaries whose retire- 
ments will become effective during the next few 
months. These are: 


Miss Katheryne L. Thompson, formerly mission- 
-ery to China, and for the last few years a mis- 


sionary to Japan, who will end 35 years of service 
effective September 1, 1956. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Martin A. Hopkins of China, who 


finished more than 39 years of service June 1, 1956. 


The Rev. and Mrs. G. R. Womeldorf, former 
missionaries to China, who closed 33 years service 
June 1, 1956. 


Mrs. A. A. Talbot, formerly of the China mis- 
sion, who closed 33 years service June 1, 1956. 


Resignations of Miss Ruth Farrior, formerly of 
the China mission, and Mr. B. Gayle Rider, short- 
term missionary to Mexico, were accepted with 
regret, and expressions of appreciation of their 
services. 


Refund of Income Tax Paid on Manse 


or Rental Allowance 


‘ Through the kindness of Mr. G. B. Strickler, 
Treasurer of the Board of Church Extension, 
J am able to give you the following information: 

The Internal Revenue Code of 1954, Section 
107 (2), provides that rental allowance paid 
to ministers, to the extent used to rent or pro- 
vide a home, is exempt from Federal Income 
Tax. We are now in receipt of information that 


- Revenue Ruling 56-58 of the Commissioner of 


Internal Revenue, dealing with manse allow- 
ances to clergymen, revokes prior rulings of the 
Commissioner and states that it will accept cer- 
tain court decisions and will follow these de- 
cisions, which held that rental allowance paid 
to ministers, to the extent used to rent or pro- 
vide a home is exempt from Federal Income 
Tax. 


It is our understanding that under Revenue 
Ruling 56-58 ministers may claim a refund of 


tax paid as a result of reporting rental or manse 


allowance as income in the year 1953 to the 
extent that it was used to rent or provide a 
home. The years 1954 and 1955 are covered 
under the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as 
previously set out, and claims for years prior 
to 1953 are barred in view of the three year 
statute of limitations for filing a refund claim. 
The Federal Income Tax return for the calen- 


_ dar year 1953 being due on March 15, 1954, the 


statute of limitations for filing a claim for re- 
fund of 1953 taxes will not expire until March 
15, 1957. 


Anyone making a claim for refund should | 


understand that the Internal Revenue Depart- 
ment will make a careful review of the Income 
Tax refund of the claimant for any year in 
which a refund is claimed and should, therefore, 
be fully prepared to answer any questions with 
regard to such return. 


Claim form number 843 may be obtained from 
the Internal Revenue Department and when 
completed, should be filed with the District Di- 
rector of Internal Revenue where the tax was 
paid. Instructions for filling out the form are 


printed thereon. | 
E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk 
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Religious Statistics — Korea 


‘Recent figures published by the Republic of 
Korea Ministry of Education indicate the fol- 
lowing membership in religious bodies in South 
Korea (as of April 15, 1956). | 


Protestant 849,608 
Roman Catholic _ 


The population of South Korea is roughly 
twenty-five million. 


These figures cannot be considered strictly ac- 
curate since methods of reporting vary widely 
even among the Christian churches. If one par- 
ent is a Roman Catholic, the entire family may 
be listed as members. Some Protestant churches 
report only baptized members, others include 
catechumens and Sunday School children. The 
Buddhist figure is probably the least realistic, 


because whole villages and families are nom- 


inally followers of this religion which has been 
active in Korea for centuries. —The Chun-do-kyo 
is a cult of Korean origin, and at times has been 
virtually a political organization which has bor- 
rowed freely from other religions, including 
Christianity, without being any one of —_ 


At best not more than’ three or four out of 
every one hundred Koreans is a Christian, while 
75% hold to spirit and ancestor worship or have 
no religion at all. Pray for the unfinished task 
of bringing Christ to Korea! (Figures from the 
Hankook Ilbo, prominent Korean newspaper.) 


The Presbyterian Church of Brazil Has: 


350 ordained ministers 
13 Heensed preachers 
100 ministerial candidates 
18 lay evangelists 
1877 elders 
1752 deacons 
76307 communicant members 
60927 non-communicants 
437 organized churches 
58 organized congregations 
609 congregations under the supervision of 
churches 
1520 preaching points 
45 day schools with 5887 scholars 
1248 Sunday Schools with 6214 classes, 8799 
teachers & officials, 94691 scholars 
262 juvenile societies with 7974 members 
454 Young People’s Societies - 13906 members 
558 Women’s Societies with 18490 members 
-316 other societies, with 8372 members 
801 churches (worship buildings) 
161 manses 
435 other properties 


During 1955 - 


4486 persons were received into church fellowship 
421 adult members died 
4783 children were baptized. 


There are thirty-three presbyteries, which meet 
annually. 
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There are six synods, which meet biennially. 


The General Assembly meets once in four years. 
In 1950 it met in Presidente Soaros, in the State 
of Minas Gerais. In 1954 it met in Recife, in the 
State of Pernambuco. 


These statistics are of the national church only. 
Those of the American Presbyterian Missions are 
sent to their respective Boards. 


Harold H. Cook, Statistical Secretary 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta — Dr. Wade H. Boggs, consultant to 
the Board of Annuities and Relief, and moderator 
in 1954 of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., recently announced: his ac- 
ceptance of a call to join the staff of Druid Hills 
Presbyterian Church here, as one of the ministers. 
The call will be effective September 1, 1956. 


Annuities Relief, which he has served ‘for 
13 years—l11 aS“executive secretary and two as 
consultant. Dr. Boggs’ resignation has been made 
effective as of September 1. 


At the same time, Dr. Boggs announced that. 
he has ote resignation to the Board of 


After June 1, Dr. Boggs will be in Montreat, 
N. C., most of the summer, managing the Vacation 
Fund and Geneva Hall, before returning to Atlanta 
to begin his duties at Druid Hills. 


Dr. Boggs’ acceptance of the call to Druid Hills 
Church means that he will return after an absence 
of 21 years, to the church of which he was pastor 
from 1926 through 1935. After leaving the At- 
lanta church he served as pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Shreveport, La., from 1935 
through 1943 when he became executive secretary 
of the Board. 


Winder — Climaxing a year of progress, the 
First Presbyterian Chureh of Winder observed a 
week of evangelistic services recently. Dr. Felix 
B. Gear of Columbia Theological Seminary was 


the evangelist during the pre-Easter week services. _ 


The Rev. William A. Bodiford became pastor 
of the Winder Church in June of 1955, after his 
graduation from Columbia Theological Seminary. 
He was ordained on August 7, 1955. Before he 
‘came to Winder, the church had suffered a series 
of setbacks in the resignation of ‘the pastor and 
the loss of a number of members. | 


Now there is a total of 120 members, with 24 
of these being new communicants, and six by let- 
ter of transfer. 


Three new deacons were installed and today the 
diaconate is an active one. The diaconate is 
striving for one hundred per cent efficiency. All 
members are becoming more interested in the pro- 
gram and progress of the church. 


The current project is a building program which 
was initiated in December 1955. Now, six months 
later, the fund amounts to over $3,000.00. This 
amount has been contributed by the congregation, 
over and above the regular budget. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Kings Mountain Presbytery — A highlight of 
the May meeting of Kings Mountain Presbytery 
in the First Kresbyterian Church, Belmont, was 
the visit and challenging appeal of Mayor Voit 
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Gilmore of Southern Pines, the General Chairman 
of the Presbyterian Consolidated College Campaign, 
now being conducted by the Synod. Other speak- 
ers in behalf of the Campaign were: Mr. R. Dave 
Hall, of the First Church, Belmont, and Chairman 
of the Campaign in the Presbytery. 


Mr. Hall reported that Kings Mountain Presby- 
tery has been asked to raise $265,000.00 as its 
“Fair Share” of the needed 3% million dollars. 


Already churches have accepted quotas that total 


$214,000.00, and over $115,000.00 of this already 
has been raised. Four churches: Linwood, Spindale, 
Shiloh, and Belmont First, already have met their 
asked quota. 


Rev. C. D. Patterson, pastor of the Cramerton 


Presbyterian Church, was elected Moderator. 


Rev. John S. Brown preached the sermon as re- 
tiring Moderator. Rev. W. Priestly Conyers, pastor 
of the host church, and Rev. Jas. T. Womack, 
Jr., pastor of the Lincolnton Presbyterian Church, 
presided at the Communion Table and were as- 
ape eight members of the Session of the host 
church. 


Rev. Jas. N. Brown, Chairman of the Commit- 


tee on Candidates, reported three Candidates were _ 


completing their theological studies this month and 
had requested letters of admission to other pres- 
byteries in order that they may be examined fur 
ordination and be installed as pastors of churches. 
Mr. Jas. B. Harrison, Jr., member of Olney Pres- 
byterian Church, was received as a Candidate un- 
der the care of this presbytery. 


An overture that the General Assembly instruct 


the Board of Annuities and Relief to discontinue — 


the practice of reducing appropriations made to 
aged and infirm ministers of the Synod of North 
Carolina, and that the Board be directed to pay 
to these ministers amounts equivalent to amounts 
paid to the men of the entire church, was ap- 
proved and ordered sent to the General Assembly. 


The Rev. J. S. Johnson, pastor of the Bessemer 
City and Longs Creek Presbyterian Churches, was 
chosen Moderator-Nominee for the next Stated 
Meeting to be held in the Lowell Presbyterian 
Church, Tuesday, September 18, 1956, 9:30 A. M. 


Maxton — An earnest purpose to continue in 
strengthening the educational program on the cam- 
pus of Presbyterian Junior College in order that 
the college may more fully contribute to the for- 
ward movement in Christian education contemplat- 
ed in the consolidated college to be erected in 
Laurinburg was expressed by resolution of the 
Board of Trustees of Presbyterian Junior College 
4 the semi-annual meeting.held at the college in 

axton. 


In reports to the Board attention was called to 
the progress toward the consolidation. Synod has 
approved the plan. The trustees, elected by Pres- 
byterian procedure, have chosen the site. A great 
financial campaign is now in progress. ‘“‘We must, 


asking God’s blessing, do all we can to make it. 


a success,” it was stated. 


The presidents of the three colleges which will 
unite are already meeting as a committee. Dr. 
William C. Pressly, president of Peace College, is 
chairman. An action taken at the first meeting 
of the cooperating presidents as a committee was 
read, expressing gratitude to the members of the 
consolidated Board for their faithful, devoted, and 
sacrificial service in the large amount of time and 
labor they have given to their difficult and de- 
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manding undertaking. At the administrative level, 
the three colleges, Peace, Flora Macdonald, and 
Presbyterian Junior, are working together for their 
mutual helpfulness and the ultimate good of the 
consolidated institution. The task of building the 
new college was called a day of opportunity. The 
hope was expressed that ‘“‘we Presbyterians may 
not fail to let ourselves be instruments in God’s 
hands to do our utmost, as best we can find the 
way, to serve our day and generation in this great 
task of Christian education.” 


Greenville, S. C. — The Dunean Presbyterian 
Church observed its 30th Anniversary on May 20, 
1956. All former members and friends were in- 
vited to attend. : 


The Rev. Joseph L. Griggs was the speaker for 
the 11:00 A. M. Worship Service. Rev. Griggs, a 
former pastor of the Dunean Church, is at the 
present time pastor of the Gordon Street Presby- 
terian Church in Atlanta, Georgia. ? 


After the Worship Service, a basket lunch was 
served in the Fellowship Hall. There was a read- 
ing of the history of the church and a roll call 
of all members following the lunch. Good food 
and fellowship was enjoyed by all. 


King College, Bristol, Tenn. 


A. B. degrees were awarded to thirty-four 
graduates of the Senior Class at King College, 
Bristol, Tennessee, on the morning of May 22, 
1956. Besides these thirty-four, eleven other 
members of the Senior Class, with a few hours 
of necessary work to be completed, are expected 
to receive their A. B. August 21, 1956. 


At the graduation exercises, the honorary de- 
gree of Doctor of Divinity was bestowed upon 
Rev. Charles Crump Cowsert, Jr., of Fairling- 
ton Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, Virginia; 
and the Rev. Archie Brown Williford, pastor of 
Richlands Presbyterian Church, Richlands, Vir- 
ginia. Doctor of Laws degrees were awarded 
the Rev. Hunter B. Blakely, Jr., Secretary of 
the Division of Higher Education of the Pres- 


byterian Church in the United States, and Presi-- 


dent James McDowell Richards of Columbia 
Seminary, who is also Moderator of the General 
Assembly. 


Dr. Richards delivered the commencement ad- 
dress. 


TEXAS 

Austin — Wayne A. Meeks, | 

Aliceville, Ala., outstanding senior student at 
the Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Austin, has been awarded a Fulbright Scholar- 
ship from the Department of State’s Interna- 
tional Educational Exchange Service for grad- 
uate study abroad. 


This announcement has been made by Dean 
James I. McCord, Dean of the Austin Presby- 


terian Theological Seminary, where Meeks has. 


studied for the past three years. 


Mr. Meeks plans to study at the Eberhard 
Karls University in Tuebingen, Germany, for 


JUNE 6, 1956 


one year. He plans to study Biblical theology 


_ as well as to observe the Student Christian Move- 


ment in Germany. 


An outstanding seminarian,-Mr. Meeks won 
the Austin Presbyterian Seminary’s highest honor 
in January when he received the $1,000 Alumni 
Fellowship for scholastic achievement. | 


Mr. Meeks is the son of Mr. and Mrs. B. L. 
Meeks, Route 1, Carrollton, Ala. He attended 
Aliceville High School where he was’ valedic- 
torian of his graduating class, editor of the 
annual and a member of the football squad. 


Austin — William O. Walker, rising senior from | 


Grandfalls, Texas, was named president of the stu- 


dent body for the 1956-57 school year in student 
elections held at Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary late in April. | 

Seminary students elected Sam Junkin, Kerr- 
ville Middler, to the Vice Presidency. Other ad- 
ministrative officers, both from the Junior class, 
are Holly Mitchell, Shreveport, Louisiana, Secre- 
tary; and Jack Bennett, Palestine, Texas, Treas- 
urer. 


VIRGINIA 
Richmond — Dr. James D. Smart, pastor of the 
Rosedale Presbyterian Church in Toronto, Canada, 
delivered the address to the graduating class of 
= Presbyterian Training School, here, on Monday, 
ay 21. 3 


The baccalaureate sermon was delivered by the 


-Rev. Albert Edwards, pastor of the First Presby- 


terian Church, Harrisonburg, Va., Sunday, May 


20. Both services were held at 8 p.m. in Schauffler 


Hall. 


WHY EVERY BIBLE READER 
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by JAMEs STRONG 


@ Strong’s makes Bible study more 
thorough, more convenient, more 
rewarding. It lists alphabetically 
every word, in every passage in 
which it occurs. With only one key 
word, you can quickly and easily 
find the passage you _ seek. 

@ Strong’s is a basic library of four 
complete books— 

Main Concordance 
Comparative Concordance 
Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 

Greek Dictionary 
@ Strong’s is a lifetime possession 
for everyday use—an essential tool 
for every minister, student, teacher, 
every Bible reader. 
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$11.50 
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